Keash/Culfadda Newsletter 
June 1st 2025 
The Ascension of the Lord

World Communications Day 
  Year C
Phone:  Fr. Gabriel Murphy (086)3429686

Notices for Newsletter email:  gmurphy@achonrydiocese.org
Masses from Keash & Culfadda Churches are Live streamed. 

For more information visit our Website:  www.keashparish.ie 
Please note that the Webcam will be in operation in the Sanctuary area, and it’s surrounds of both Churches within our parish.
St Kevin’s Church Keash
Saturday      31st     6.30pm People of the parish.

Wednesday   4th    10.00am.

Friday           6th    9.30 – 10.00am Confessions followed by Mass.

Saturday       7th      6.30pm  People of the parish.

Our Lady of the Rosary Church Culfadda 
Sunday           1st  10.00am.

Tuesday         3rd  10.00am 

Thursday       5th  10.00am.

Sunday           8th  10.00am  Nicholas Connolly, Rathmullen (1st Anniversary).
Readers. 
Saturday 31st Kathleen Feely.            Sunday   1st Ann Breheny.

Saturday  7th  William Henry.            Sunday  7th Kieran Kielty.

Visitation of the Sick & Housebound.

The visitation of the Sick & Housebound will be visited in the Culfadda Church area on Thursday and in the Keash Church area on Friday. If you or a member of your family would like to receive the Sacraments in your own home, please let Fr Gabriel know on 086-3429686.
Vocation to the priesthood and religious life. 
A vocation—whether to priesthood, religious life, marriage, or committed lay service—is a gift of love and hope, calling us to make our lives a generous offering for others.  Are you discerning your path in life?  Do you feel God may be calling you to a life of service in the Church?  You're not alone on this journey.  We are here to accompany you with prayer and support.  
For more information please contact: Fr Paul Kivlehan The Presbytery, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon.  Mobile 087 - 3683535, E-mail pkivlehan@achonrydiocese.org or contact your local priest for more information.   Let us pray together for new vocations and encourage one another to say “yes” to God’s call with faith and joy.  

Bishop Kevin Doran on Vocations.

‘The Desire to do Something Great for God’

As we look forward to the ministry of our new Pope Leo XIV, there has been a good deal of talk in recent weeks about what the Church needs to do and to be in the future. Similar questions have already surfaced in many of the conversations we have had as part of the Synodal process over the last three years. Listening to parishioners in our own two Dioceses of Achonry and Elphin, there is a strong focus on the need for all the Baptised to be formed for mission and to have the opportunity to be active participants in the life of the Church. The Synodal process, both in Ireland and in Rome has spoken clearly about the need for “diversified co-responsibility”. There is a recognition that all the Baptised; women and men; young and old, lay and ordained, have gifts from the Holy Spirit which are essential for the mission of the Church. 

I want to invite you to reflect on where the ordained ministry of the Priest fits into the life of the Church, alongside the mission of all who are Baptised. Priests are called to be visible signs of the presence of Jesus as he continues his mission in the world, through the working of the Holy Spirit.  They are ordained to serve the people through preaching the Word of God, and through the celebration of the Sacraments. In this way all the Baptised are helped to discover and to exercise their mission as Christians in the world. Pope John Paul II wrote: “the Church draws her life from the Eucharist”. In order for us to have the Eucharist, “we absolutely require the ministry of the priest”. 

Everything is local. Even in a time of greater mobility, we want our own local Church at the heart of our community. In the past, people took it for granted that the Bishop would provide a priest. I think people are beginning to understand that the availability of a priest cannot be taken for granted. Responses vary. Some make the case for more lay ministry or more permanent deacons. Some point to the blessing that overseas missionary priests bring. Others suggest reducing the numbers of Masses. All of those things may be and probably are part of a solution. But I don’t believe that God has simply stopped calling men from our own families and our own parishes to be priests. I think what has happened is that we have allowed priesthood to slide off the “menu”. We don’t talk about it as a realistic and positive life choice. We assume that, if God wants us to have priests, he will find them in some other parish or in someone else’s family. He certainly wouldn’t want me!  Why not? 

Priests are not all the same. We are, first and foremost human beings, with different gifts and human limitations. We are, as Pope Francis often reminded us, sinners who have been saved by Christ. When I started out, most candidates for priesthood came into the seminary straight after Leaving Cert. We were young and energetic and, for the most part we had no “baggage”. But we also had very little experience of life. Since then things have changed. There are fewer applicants, of course, but a much wider range of experience. 

These days, a candidate for priesthood is more likely to be in his twenties or thirties, or even a bit older. He may already have completed third level studies, or he may have worked in business and finance or as a teacher; in public administration; in medicine, law or the hospitality industry. Some are heavily involved in team sports or athletics. For others, relaxation is found is music or cinema; in IT or walking in the hills. 

Formation (or training) for priesthood builds on human and spiritual gifts. If you are called to priesthood, there are some things that you should probably be able to see in yourself, or that others would notice about you. You will probably have at least the beginning of a mature relationship with Jesus Christ. You will have a heart for people and will quite possibly be involved in some kind of ministry or service in the Church or in your local community. You will be open to learning and have the ability to read and to explore ideas. You will hopefully be a good listener and able to speak clearly about what is important to you. You will be at ease in the company of others, but also quite comfortable in your own company.  

Speaking at the World Youth Day in the Jubilee Year 2000, Pope John Paul said: “It is Jesus who puts in your heart the desire to do something great for God”. In the final analysis, your vocation is not just simply question of what you want to do in your life, it is about discovering prayerfully what Jesus has put in your heart. 
If you would like to talk with somebody about discerning your vocation, please feel free to contact one of our Vocation team members (Fr. Pat Lombard, St. Anne’s Sligo, Fr. Paul Kivlehan, St. Nathy’s Cathedral, Ballaghaderreen, or Fr. Christ Garrett, at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception Sligo, or write to me directly. We’d be glad to help you in any way we can.
Keash Parish Online Donations
www.keashparish.ie
Please Donate Online,
Thank you for your support.
